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ELCA Women’s Resolution on the 1,000 Days Movement

Whereas, children who do not have proper nutrition through pregnancy to age 2 can be permanently stunted in those 1,000 days, as is true in some African countries where 45% of the children are stunted, and
Whereas, crises have led to an increase in hunger and malnutrition, placing children, particularly those younger than 2 years of age, at special risk for diminished intellectual capacity, impaired immune function, and shorter height, and
Whereas, malnutrition is such a central issue that no fewer than three of the eight U.N. Millennium Development Goals concern improving nutrition, i.e. eradicating hunger, improving maternal health, and reducing child mortality, and
Whereas, globally, women suffer disproportionately from hunger, disease, and poverty, especially in developing countries with the low social, economic, and political status of women contributing to high rates of food insecurity and malnutrition, with there almost always being poor access to maternal and child health care, and
Whereas, malnourished women give birth to malnourished children and are at risk of death during childbirth, and 
Whereas, women as the primary caregivers to children are critical to improving children's nutritional status with efforts to reduce extreme poverty and hunger around the world,
Whereas, Women of the ELCA has historically supported programs and advocacy initiatives for women and children living in poverty and currently has the health initiative of Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls, therefore,
Be it resolved, that Women of the ELCA be encouraged to support The 1,000 Days initiative through its synodical organizations, its congregations, and its individual participants, and
Be it further resolved, that Women of the ELCA staff provide appropriate support of this involvement with The 1,000 Days initiative with programmatic resources and education through its publications, and
Be it further resolved, that Women of the ELCA be encouraged to work with other women's denominational organizations, Bread for the World, the Gates Foundation, and the Secretary of State's office on The 1,000 Days initiative. 
