
 
 
 

 
EXTREME 
POVERTY 

In Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
50% of malnourished Sub-Saharan Africans 

(SSA) are subsistence farmers 2 
 19.5% of SSA have access to electricity, thus 

rely on coal, dung and wood, creating extreme 
levels of indoor air pollution 3 

INCOME 
Half of Sub-Saharan Africans 

live on less than $1 per day 4 

 79% of the population of sub-
Saharan Africa relies on 
farming as their main source of 
income 2 

MATERNAL HEALTH 
A woman has a 1 in 13 

chance of dying from 
childbirth in her life 2 
Only 42% of childbirths 

are assisted by a trained 
medical person 2 

EDUCATION 
40% of children do not 

attend primary school in 
Africa 2 
One extra year of 

education for female women 
in Kenya resulted in a crop 
yield of 24% more maize 1 

GENDER EQUALITY 
Girls who are educated 

marry at a later age and 
have an average of 50% 
fewer children 2 
Women and girls labor in 

the kitchen and walk long 
distances to gather water 
and fuel, having little time 
for education 2

CHILD MORTALITY 
4.8 million children in SSA die 

before the age of 5 every year 4 

45% of SSA have access to 
improved water, making 
diarrhea a leading killer for 
children 2 
 

HIV/AIDS & MALARIA 
Malaria is responsible for 20% 

of deaths in SSA 6 

A $4 mosquito net can reduce 
malaria cases by 60% 
40 million people are HIV 

positive worldwide 6 

TRADE 
In Malawi 61% of people 

must travel over 2km to the 
nearest road to sell goods 5 

 20% must travel over 
10km to the nearest market 5 
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