
2012 Offering of Letters: Expanding the Circle of Protection
Poverty-Focused Development Assistance: Sample Letter 


Date ___________


Dear Sen. __________ or Rep. ________________,

I ask you to form a circle of protection around funding for poverty-focused foreign assistance programs. While we must reduce our deficits, it should not be done at the expense of the most vulnerable people. Around the world, nearly 1 billion people suffer from chronic hunger, and one child dies every 3.6 seconds from poverty, hunger, and preventable diseases.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Funding for poverty-focused foreign assistance programs comprises just 0.6 percent of our federal budget, but these programs have a tremendous impact. Each year, this small amount of funding saves millions of lives and provides people with the tools they need to lift themselves out of poverty. By enabling poor people to get out of poverty, we save lives, ensure future markets for U.S. goods and services, and create a safer world for our children. 

Cuts to these anti-hunger and anti-poverty programs won’t address our deficits, but they will have a devastating impact on vulnerable people. I urge you to create a circle of protection around funding for vital poverty-focused foreign assistance programs that address the root causes of poverty. 

Sincerely,
Your Name
Your Address

