2012 Offering of Letters: Expanding the Circle of Protection
Tax Credits for Low-Income Families: Sample Letter 
Date ___________

Dear Sen. ____________ or Rep. ___________,
I urge you to form a circle of protection around funding for programs for hungry and poor people, especially the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit. These tax credits reward work and promote economic mobility for millions of low-income working families struggling in this slow economy. We must reduce our deficits, but cutting tax credits for low-income workers will do little to balance the budget while cutting off many families’ last line of defense against hunger.
Families rely on these important credits to pull themselves out of poverty and put food on the table. The EITC is America’s largest anti-poverty program. In 2010, the EITC lifted 5.4 million people above the poverty line, including 3 million children. In 2009, the CTC lifted 2.3 million people, including 1.3 million children, out of poverty. However, without congressional action, important improvements made to these credits over the last decade will expire at the end of 2012, and millions of low-income working families will find themselves ineligible for these credits or see their benefits fall significantly. 

Please create a circle of protection around funding for programs for hungry and poor people, particularly tax credits for low-income working families. I urge you to continue the current EITC and CTC benefit levels.
Sincerely,

Your Name
Your Address

