
Our Goal 
Bread for the World is helping to build the growing political will to end hunger in the United States and around the 
world by 2030. In September 2015, 100 leaders of various faiths committed to encourage their communities to work 
for this goal. That same month, countries around the world agreed on a comprehensive set of goals that include 
ending hunger and poverty. 

To accomplish this goal, our next president and Congress need to make hunger and poverty a higher national priority 
in 2017. Bread for the World, churches, and the secular Vote to End Hunger coalition are working together to elect a 
president and members of Congress who will take action in 2017 to put us on the path to end hunger. We are doing 
this in a bipartisan way, pushing the issue, not a particular party or candidate. We believe God is moving in our time 
to advance justice and an exodus from hunger.

Here’s how you can join us: 

to End Hunger
bread.org/vote

Churches and the Elections

ASK YOUR CANDIDATE:
If elected, what will you do
to end hunger, alleviate 
poverty, and create 
opportunity in the U.S. 
and worldwide?

to End Hunger
bread.org/vote

We want all 
candidates to:
•	 make ending hunger and 

poverty by 2030 a legislative 
priority

•	 make their positions on these 
issues public

•	 commit to meeting with Bread 
leaders within 30 days of 
being elected



How Your Church Can Participate
1.	 Sign the “I vote to end hunger” pledge. Get members to commit to joining our 

voices and urging our political leaders to make hunger, poverty, and opportunity a higher 
political priority in the 2016 presidential and congressional races. People can sign the 
pledge at www.bread.org/vote.

2.	 Pastors: Preach about the elections and the issue of hunger. Pastors can 
preach about the importance of ending hunger and how to engage in the elections as 
Christians. Encourage everyone to ask the hunger question of candidates, what they 
would do to end hunger and poverty if elected. Surely, this is one concern that is in the 
heart of God.
Resources from Bread available at www.bread.org/library/elections-resources 
(unless otherwise specified): 
•	 Read the Faith & Elections series on Bread Blog
•	 Download “The Bible and Elections”
•	 Sign up for Bread for the Preacher, a monthly lectionary-based email newsletter 

(www.bread.org/preacher).

3.	 Observe Bread for the World Sunday this October. Every year, we 
encourage congregations to dedicate at least one Sunday to understanding the 
issues of hunger and poverty better. This year, Bread for the World Sunday 
materials highlight the importance of the elections to people who are hungry in 
our country and around the world.  
Resources from Bread:
•	 Download “Bread for the World Sunday Guide” at www.bread.org/sunday.

4.	 Watch the candidate videos and use the study guide. The Circle of 
Protection coalition has asked the major party candidates to produce videos about 
what they would do to provide help and opportunity to people who are hungry and 
poor in our country and around the world. Visit www.circleofprotection.us to watch 
the videos and download the study guide. 

5.	 Amplify your voice: Use Facebook, Twitter, texting, write letters to 
the editor of your local newspaper, and blog. Candidates are watching 
local media for what is important to local residents. Your flock wants to know what 
is important as well. By using all of your social media tools and writing a letter to the 
editor of your local newspaper, you can publicly raise the issues and ask the hunger 
question. You can also write a letter to the editor and post photos after meeting with 
a candidate. The letter could come from the pastor, the leadership of the church, or a 
group of local pastors. 
Resources from Bread: 
•	 Use the “Social Media Kit for #IVote2EndHunger”
•	 Follow us at www.facebook.com/breadfortheworld and www.twitter.com/

bread4theworld 
•	 Read Bread Blog at www.bread.org/blog
•	 Download “How to Write a Letter to the Editor” at www.bread.org/vote
•	 Download “Elections Matter” 

6.	 Write letters to the candidates. Just like an Offering of Letters to members 
of Congress, letters can be written to candidates asking the hunger question: If 
elected, what will you do to end hunger, alleviate poverty, and create opportunity in 
the U.S. and abroad? Will you meet with us?
Resources from Bread: 
•	 “Bread’s Election Platform” provides a snapshot of the domestic and 

international policies that Bread for the World believes will help put the world 
on track to end hunger by 2030.

•	 Download “Elections Matter” 

With so many competing priorities constantly being levied at candidates, it will take a large chorus of 

voices to break through the noise. We need everyone to be involved—part of the national conversation—

from now until November. Let your friends and followers know #IVote2EndHunger and ask them to join 

you! Send them to Bread’s election pledge (www.bread.org/pledge). 

Join the #IVote2EndHunger Team
There is strength—and fun—in 
numbers. Join the co-chairs of 
Bread’s elections social media 
team—Robin Stephenson and 
Angela Rupchock-Schafer. 
Get alerts when opportunities 
arise, live tweet debates as 
a group, brainstorm creative 
ways to impact elections, 
and elevate hunger and 
poverty as priorities with 
like-minded people. Contact 
Robin at 503/734-2012 or 
rstephenson@bread.org to 
join the group.

PRO TIP
AMPLIFY
Encourage others and help spread the word by 

retweeting and sharing content with the hashtag 

#IVote2EndHungerAsk influencers in your network to amplify you by 

sharing or retweeting your content.

#IVote2EndHunger    |    bread.org/vote

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world; 

indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
—Margaret Mead, American cultural anthropologist

BUILD

#IVote2EndHunger

Sign the pledge.
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Candidates test messages and listen to how 
constituents respond on social media.ENGAGE

In Illinois, U.S. Rep. Tammy Duckworth (D) is challenging incumbent U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk (R) to represent 
Illinois in the Senate. She posted about child nutrition on her campaign’s Facebook page. Positive 
comments to posts like this help candidates know that a particular issue is something constituents care 
about and pay attention to.

One constituent let Duckworth know that public policy matters 
and that improving child nutrition is an important issue in her 
family. And notice how it advanced the conversation Duckworth 
had started—it made a new but related point and also offered 
something personal. The more than 200 likes show that other 
voters care about the issue too.

Find resources to help you engage with candidates at 
(www.bread.org/vote)—fact sheets on child nutrition, global 
hunger, immigration, and hunger in your state and much more.

PRO TIP

Current members of 
Congress running for re-
election are barred from 
using their congressional 
social media accounts for 
campaigning. Make sure 
you like, follow, and tag 
their campaign account. It’s 
important to show that we are 
listening too.

Beware of fake accounts. 
Look for the blue checkmark, 
and you know the account 
has been verified.

bread.org/vote
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An election is a public drama that ends when voters go to the polls in November. 

Conversations taking place now will influence what newly elected leaders prioritize in 2017.  

Whether from the Oval Office or the chambers of the 

Capitol, leaders will make choices that will impact 

people who are hungry and poor here in the United 

States  and around the world.

Certainly we all know about candidates from the 

media—from what we read or hear in newspapers, radio, 

TV, or online news outlets. But the public square is an 

increasingly virtual space. Candidates are bypassing 

traditional forms of media and reaching out directly to 

voters on social media, which allows voters to interact—

have conversations—more with candidates.

Candidates are not just speaking, but they are also 

listening. Digital-minded Christians should see social 

media platforms as an opportunity to “give justice to the 

weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and 

destitute” (Psalm 82:3). Engaging in digital conversations 

is engaging in democracy, which is part of good 

Christian stewardship. We want candidates to know that 

we are voting to end hunger, and so we must be a part 

of the conversation. 

This kit is designed for a person already active online 

and using social media. Use this kit as a starting point, 

and then unleash your creativity to elevate hunger and 

poverty as issues in both local and national races.

Social Media Kit #IVote2EndHunger

FOUR WAYS YOU CAN 
MAKE HUNGER AND 
POVERTY ISSUES IN 
THE 2016 CAMPAIGNS 
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 

ENGAGE with candidates 

on their feeds, and be a part 

of the conversation. 

ASK candidates what they 

will do to end hunger and 

poverty if elected.

SHARE information 

and Bread for the World’s 

2016 Election Platform with 

candidates. 

BUILD a social movement 

that invites others and grows 

#IVote2EndHunger

We can’t end hunger in our own country and overseas un-less we have leaders in our fed-eral government who make this a priority.

Introduction
The leaders we elect make decisions that impact people who are poor and hungry here in the United States and around the world. Congress and the ad-ministration can lead in moving toward a world without hunger. They can do this by enacting policies and programs that cre-ate jobs, strengthen the safety net, invest in human capital de-velopment, support community-initiated public-private partner-ships, and support international efforts to end hunger and pov-erty worldwide. 

Scriptural Reflection
The leaders we elect make the decisions for our country. Romans 13 underscores the importance of good governance and maintaining justice. In 1 Kings 10:9, the queen of Sheba said to Solo-mon after visiting him in Jerusalem, “[the Lord] has made you king to ex-ecute justice and righteousness.” 

The Scriptures also show that wise leaders uphold justice and the common good, especially for those who are poor and needy (Psalm 72:12-14). Leviticus 19:15 and James 2:2-4 call leaders to govern without partiality.“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have obtained access to this grace in which we stand.” These words from the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans (5:1-2a) invite us to count on that grace and work together to end hunger. In this place of grace, we as citizens and residents of this country are free to be fully engaged in the politics of hunger.
After the people of Israel returned from exile in Babylon, the governor, Nehemiah, was able to ask the king of Persia to supply resources for the rebuilding Jerusalem because of his faithful role in the governance of Persia (Nehemiah 2:1-9). Earlier, Jo-seph served the good of his people through his active participation in the Egyptian political structure of his day (Genesis 41). In our democratic country, as we seek to care for our neighbors and God’s creation, we are called to involve our-
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2016 Election PlatformGetting on Track to End Hunger by 2030

Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s leaders to end hunger at home and abroad. Bread for the World, its members, and partners are working to make hunger, poverty, and opportunity a priority for candidates. 
We are moved by God’s grace in Jesus Christ to work for justice for hungry people in our country and around the world. We believe that ending hunger by 2030 is a goal within reach, and we are taking action because our children, our neighbors—real people—are suffering. We want candidates to know that we will vote to end hunger.Bread for the World is digitally engaged with 14 million voters, focused in 10 swing states. We are in conversation with the presidential candidates, and Bread’s activists across the country are meeting with candidates for Congress.We want the president and Congress who take office in 2017 to do their part to put our nation and the world on track to end hunger by 2030. 

How 
widespread 
is hunger?

In the United States
• 1 in 5 children is food-insecure
• 1 in 4 active military families depends on SNAP (formerly called food stamps)

While the social programs that began in the 1960s have reduced poverty by about 50 percent, we can do better. To end hunger in the U.S., we need policies that enable people to provide for themselves and their families. We must disrupt discrimination and injustice. 

Globally
The world is making unprecedented progress against hunger, poverty, and disease. The number of people in extreme poverty has dropped from 2 billion in 1990 to less than 1 billion people today. It now seems feasible to virtually end hunger and malnutrition in the world. In fact, all the nations of the world, including the U.S., agreed last fall to the Sustainable Development Goals, which include ending hunger by 2030 in the U.S. and around the world. Government can’t end hunger by itself, but our government needs to provide a framework in which states, local communities, churches, businesses, and families can work together to end hunger. 
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7.	 Take a church group to town hall meetings or to visit 
candidates’ campaign offices. At meetings, you can ask the candidate 
questions about what he or she will do to end hunger and poverty. You can 
confirm that you and many voters plan to vote to end hunger. Ask them to 
publicize their position on hunger and poverty and for a follow-up meeting 
after the elections. Leave behind “Bread’s Election Platform” and elections 
survey information. Bread can help you prepare for these meetings. Call 
800/822-7323 and ask for the elections coordinator. 
Resources from Bread: 
•	 Print out “Bread’s Election Platform”
•	 Use “Elections Matter” 
•	 Use “Effectively Using Public Meetings to 

Engage with Congressional Candidates”
•	 Print out “Bread for the World’s 2016 

Elections Survey” (about Americans’ 
attitudes toward hunger and the role 
of the government) and use the related 
graphics. 

•	 Download fact sheets about hunger in 
your state under “Hunger and Poverty 
State Fact Sheets” 

8.	 Hold a candidate forum at your 
church. Invite candidates to a public forum 
hosted at your church. Be sure to invite all 
major candidates, ask the hunger question, 
and get commitments from candidates. Learn 
more using the “Elections Matter” booklet. 

9.	 Report your actions. Let Bread and the 
public know what you do and what your 
candidates promise to do. 
Resources from Bread: 
•	 Share on social media using the hashtag 

#IVote2EndHunger, and tag your 
candidates.

•	 Share what you did with Bread’s Elections 
Coordinator by clicking on the Activist 
Field Report Form at www.bread.org/vote 
or by email at election@bread.org.

Find Bread’s election resources in Spanish and English at 
www.bread.org/library/elections-resources (unless otherwise noted above). 

To comply with IRS regulations on 
churches and other 501(c)3 organizations

DOs
•	 Educate your organization and know the rules 

(they are in the “Elections Matter” booklet)
•	 Remain non-partisan  
•	 Encourage voting, hold voter-registration drives, 

and engage in get-out-the-vote activities
•	 Invite candidates to address churches and/or 

denominations 

DON’Ts
•	 Endorse or oppose a specific candidate
•	 Give support to specific candidates
•	 Tie voter education with voter registration

Remember:
•	 Bread for the World does not endorse any 

candidate or political party. 

•	 Bread reaches out to all candidates with 
substantial voter support  (those with 15 percent 
or more support).

•	 You can contact Bread for information: 
800/822-7323 or election@bread.org


