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Micah 6:6-8  

“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the 
exalted Lord? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I offer my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul? He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what 
does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God.”  

What does the Lord require of us? 

A bright young student is listless in class and cannot pay 

attention. When asked what was wrong by her concerned teacher, 

her reply was, in her household, they had to take turns eating 

dinner. Last night wasn’t her turn.  

Unfortunately, this is not an anomaly in our country. A silent 

epidemic affects 49 million people in our country every day.  32.6 

million adults and 16.2 million children are “food insecure”.   

Children deprived of an adequate diet are at a greater risk of 

not reaching their full potential as individuals or seeing their 

dreams fulfilled.    
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Children who go to school hungry and undernourished can’t 

concentrate. They find it hard to bond with other children, are 

more susceptible to disease and absenteeism.    

Too many children are already struggling to keep up 

academically, rendering them unable to compete for the best 

careers and jobs, possibly ending up on the streets or locked in a 

life of poverty or crime.  

When you are poor, you have to decide between eating and 

keeping a roof over your head, buying medicine or putting gas in 

your car so you can go to work.  

Most people have to work. But there are millions of people 

who go to work every day, work two or three jobs and still can’t 

keep their heads above water.  

They need help and they need hope.  President Obama in his 

book, The Audacity of Hope, says that  

“most people in America live with such modest hopes.  

They want a job that pays a living wage, a genuinely good 

education for their children and the opportunity for those 

same children to go to college even if their parents aren’t 

rich.    

People want to live in safe communities. They want and 

deserve clean air, clean water, grocery stores in their 
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neighborhoods that provide fresh vegetables, meats and can foods 

that have not been left on the shelf way past their expiration date.  

Most people want to provide for themselves, but some are 

just not in a position to do so. How can this be in the wealthiest 

nation of the world?  

Meanwhile, Congress does everything in its power to 

minimize SNAP or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program that provides needed assistance to families that are 

struggling to have one meal a day, while providing tax cuts for the 

wealthy. 

Despite the fact that SNAP has proven to be effective in moving  

people out of poverty. 

How can this be when America was founded on the premise 

and the promise that, 

“all men and women are created equal and are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable rights among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

The fact is we have reneged on the promise when young children 

of any race have to depend on school meals to survive and wonder 

how they are going to make it when school isn’t in session.  Sadly, 

African American And Hispanic children are more adversely 

affected.  
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We have reneged on the promise when working people still 

making less than a living wage and cannot afford to provide for 

their families, get sick and take off from their job.      

 We have strayed from these promises in that we have failed 

to guard each man and woman’s dignity and save each one’s pride.    

How can there be such poverty and hunger when we call 

ourselves a Christian nation. In our pledge of allegiance to the flag, 

we claim to be  

“one nation under God with liberty and justice for all.”  

Our laws are based on the laws of God.  And while, we are a 

pluralistic nation, we still have “In God we trust” printed on our 

currency. Every time, a president or politician speaks he or she 

concludes with the words, God bless America” which suggests that 

as a nation, at least in principle, we still acknowledge God as our 

source and God’s word as the standard by which we live.  

So, if we are honest with ourselves, we have to admit that 

God is not pleased with the way we have been operating as a 

nation. Like the people of Israel, to whom the prophet Micah was 

sent to speak on his behalf, God has “aught” against us.  

As those who trust in the one true and living God, who have 

been saved by grace through faith, we have to ask ourselves the 

same question that Israel asked,  

What does the Lord require of us?  
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While we could be totally disheartened by this sad state of affairs, I 

believe that we have been provided an undeniable opportunity, to 

stand in the gap for our nation, acknowledging the wrong that has 

been done, hearing from God about how we can make it right.  

 Lest we forget, this is not the first time we have found 

ourselves in this predicament. Throughout history, the people of 

God have been called upon to stand in the gap as a bridgebuilder 

between God and humans to respond to the ills of our society, the 

injustices against the most vulnerable among us and provide the 

means by which we can address the needs of our people.    

 God never leaves himself without a witness, a “righteous” 

remnant, those who have God’s heart, share God’s compassion and 

are willing to follow God’s lead, “breaking” every chain that binds 

and setting people free.  May I suggest in the words of the 

songwriter that  

We don’t need another political uprising!  

We don’t need another conqueror on the scene! What we 

need is a special word that will burn within hearts and 

give us direction.  

We need a word from the Lord… 

Here it is, in the words of the prophet Micah.  
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He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what 

does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  

Having heard God’s accusations against them for the sins they had 

committed against him and humanity, and the reminder of all that 

He had done for them: the ancient Israelites then begin to try to 

figure out what they could do to please God?  

As a worshipping community who had been given the 

sacrificial system as a way of atoning for their sins, they wanted to 

know what they needed to bring before the Lord to regain His good 

favor.   

Should they come before him with burnt offerings, with 

calves a year old, which was considered the best offering? 

You know how when we have messed up with someone we love, 

even God, we immediately think that some tangible gift will 

smooth things over and make everything all right.  

So, we say to God, “What if I enter your gates with 

thanksgiving and your courts with praise, pray and read my bible 

every day, bring the whole tithe, rather than the portion I am 

accustomed to giving, serve you a little more diligently even when 

it is not convenient, will you be pleased with that, Lord?  Will that 

get me back in your good graces?  
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I know I’m talking to the faithful! But, all us have to admit 

that there are times when we are inconsistent in our faith. When we 

don’t trust God as we should or give him the praise that God 

deserves. We don’t spend time communing with God like we 

should. We bargain with God, too, trying to make amends for our 

disobedience and cavalier attitude towards God and his people!  

We have to be careful that we do not think and act like Israel, 

believing that ritual alone is a substitute when in reality it is part of 

the problem.  

No mere offering is ever sufficient. Such as the offerings that 

the President and others make in times of crisis, visiting the site of 

the mass murders, mourning the deaths of the innocent, having 

televised non-partisan meetings to discuss the changes in policy 

that will be made, and meeting with the NRA that same afternoon, 

only to go back to business as usual until the next tragedy occurs.  

How many innocent people have to die before we stop 

bringing meaningless offerings is what God, their parents and 

others want to know.  

How many more "Kumba Ya" moments do we need to keep 

having between races, doing pulpit exchanges to show that we 

really are together and are willing to fight for equality, liberty and 

justices for all, at any costs? 
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False worshippers think God’s favor, like theirs, can be 

brought or earned. They offer God everything but what God really 

wants - loving and obedient hearts.  

Offerings are no substitute for obedience to God’s will. 

Symbolic acts are no substitute for reconciliation and community, 

for acknowledging and accepting others as equal and fighting 

against racism, sexism, classism, xenophobia, poverty and all 

systems discrimination in our nation and world.    

The burnt offering was wholly consumed and was intended to 

express one’s devotion, commitment and total surrender to God. 

To offer God a burnt offering meant that one was dying to self, 

one’s selfish and self-protective ways.  

For poverty and hunger to end in America, there are some 

who will have to give up the whole notion that one is entitled to 

certain rights, privileges, positions, because one thinks he or she is 

“superior” to others in any way must die.  

But you and I both know that not many are willing to die to 

the things that will insure peace with justice. Not many are willing 

to give up what they cherish so that others may live the life they 

are enjoying. Think about it. If it means that I have to give up some 

of my stuff so that others may have what I have, am I really willing 

to do that?   
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If we would just share the wealth that exists in America, 

there would be no more poverty, no more homelessness and no 

more hunger. 

As the people of Israel up the “anti” moving from the 

ridiculous, “thousands of rams and rivers of oil”, to the detestable 

offering of their firstborn in an effort to please God, Micah 

answers for GOD in a way they cannot ignore.  

God is not looking for ritual sacrifices divorced from a 

changed life. God wants the nation; God wants his people to 

radically change their attitudes and their actions towards one 

another.  Micah said as much! 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what the 

Lord requires of you!  

In other words, don’t act like you don’t know what God wants. 

God has made it clear in is word.  

We know what God expects. If we want America to change, 

we must continue to be the agents of and examples of that change.  

 God said, To Act Justly or to act or be in conformity with 

what is morally upright and good. The word “justice” talks about 

persons having the responsibility of giving God and others their 

due. It is believing that all persons have equal worth and value and 

treating them fairly.  
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     To talk about justice is to suggest that everyone has a 

particular duty to perform on behalf of others.  The word “justice” 

does not define the duty, but rather challenges us to discover what 

it is and do it. Each of us has to determine what we are uniquely 

graced, qualified and positioned to do on behalf of others, not just 

in moments of crisis, but at all times.  

It's time out for sitting around having intellectually 

stimulating discussions about systemic racism, economic 

exploitation and the plight of the poor, pretending that it does not 

concern you. 

     If it doesn't concern us, then who should it concern.  We 

are our brother and sister's keepers.  Their welfare is our concern.  

We have a responsibility to address the issues that keep folks down 

and bound and bring them up with us.  

We are the church; we represent the community of the 

faithful.  More importantly, we represent God! 

God has called us to be the conscience of America, to set an 

agenda for justice and be vigilant to see that it is carried out. 

God is concerned about the most vulnerable in our nation and 

world. People all over the world are vunerable, especically women 

and children. 1.2 billion people worldwide still live in extreme 

poverty.  
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Malnutition is the leading cause of death of millions of 

children. Those who survive early malnution are likely to suffer 

stunting, which effects their entire life, robbing them of quality of 

life. Global hunger affects the economy and well being of nations.  

We know that this is not God’s will for any of his people who 

have been created in his image and likeness with purpose and 

destiny.  

We must represent God in providing for their needs and. 

defending their cause. Deuteronomy 10:28 makes clear  

God defends the cause of the parentless and the widow 

and loves the alien giving him or her food and clothing.  

God defends, God takes care of, God provides for and protects the 

rights of the poor. As his ambassadors, God expects His people to 

handle his business in the world.  

In Psalms 82:3, we are commanded to “Defend the cause of 

the weak and fatherless, maintain the rights of the poor and 

oppressed. 

 When we look after the poor, Jesus takes it personally, saying  

whatever you have done for the least of these my brothers 

and sisters, you have done for me.     

Therefore, we must provide and advocate for affordable 

housing, equal educational, employment and career opportunities 

for all. 
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Congress must continue to play a leading role in decreasing 

and indeed eliminating hunger and poverty. We must help them, 

through our advocacy to see the need for increased funding and 

influence on major stakeholders to do the same. WE have to 

remind them of their responsibility as those elected for and by the 

people to guard and safeguard the rights of all by ever eliminiating 

programs that have proven results in eliminating poverty and 

hunger.  

  Every person deserves to live free and unencumbered in any 

way and every one of us has a role to play. President Lyndon B. 

Johnson 

“A genuinely free society cannot be a spectator society. 

Freedom in its deepest sense “requires” participation, 

full, zestful, knowledgeable participation.  

Each of us has a responsibility to address the issues that cause 

people to live beneath their privilege.   

We are called to impact and transform this nation and the 

world, which requires that we fight the systems and the attitudes 

that dehumanize and demean people in anyway and never tire of 

crying for justice in our land. 

      Please realize that there will be some who will be offended 

by our cry for justice.  Some who are materially well off, living in 

comfortable circumstances, whose lives and livelihood are not 
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constantly being threatened by unfair practices assume that justice 

only benefits the poor and the oppressed. 

     But the late Martin Luther had a different perspective on 

justice. For King “justice” meant the “common” good.  King said, 

what benefits one benefits us all”.  

Those of us who have been fortunate enough to acquire 

positions of power and prosper materially and otherwise, dare not 

sit back thinking we have arrived when our brothers and sisters are 

literally living on the edge. 

We dare not act like Esther, who while safe in the King’s 

house wanted to act like what was happening to her people in the 

streets didn’t apply to her. She had to realize that she had come to 

royal position to help her people. She had been blessed to be a 

blessing.  

      Some of us struggle with what to do on behalf of others., 

personally. We can begin by treating all persons, particularly our 

family, friends, congregants, colleagues, clients, customers and 

constituents right. Being honest and fair in all our relationships, 

living at peace with everyone, doing good to everyone, forgiving 

the unforgivable and loving our neighbors as well as our enemies 

without limit.  
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 The tensions that exist in our nation and world and in our 

relationships with one another are of a spiritual nature, and they 

must be dealt with by spiritual means. 

 What does the Lord require of us - to do justice, to love 

kindness or mercy? The Hebrew word for mercy is “Hesed”, 

which talks about a “faithful” covenant love, a steadfast love, a 

love that endures through good times and bad. 

 Loving mercy or loving kindness though intimately related to 

justice goes beyond it. Love gives, when no giving is required, 

Love forgives when it is undeserved, thus it penetrates both 

attitudes and actions. 

       The counterpart to “Hesed” in the Greek is agape the highest 

and noblest form of love, the one that best describes the love God 

has for us. We are to love one another as God has loves us!  

Agape is not an emotional experience that comes unbidden or 

unsought.  Agape has more to do with the mind and the will than 

with the heart.  

     Agape is unconquerable benevolence, invincible goodwill.  It is 

seeking another's highest good above one's own. Love is 

sacrificial! 

What the world needs now more than ever is love.  

Bishop Michael Curry eloquently said in his sermon during 

the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle,  
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There is power in love, don’t underestimate it. The way of 

unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive love changes lives. And it 

can change the world. Imagine a world where love is the 

way, imagine our homes and families, imagine our 

neighborhoods and communities, imagine governments 

and nations where love is the way. When love is the way, 

no child will go to bed hungry ever again. Let justice roll 

down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing 

stream. 

My brothers and sisters, when love is the way, there will be no 

more poverty, no more discrimination, no more dehumanization of 

people! This love can conquer anything.  

 What does the Lord require of us? To act justly, love 

mercy and to walk humbly with the Lord.  

The word “walk” means to “live” in a certain way. The word 

translated “humble” is a rare Hebrew term, that is used in the Old 

Testament only here and in Proverbs 11:2, where it is contrasted 

with “proud”. Therefore, it probably means “humble” in the sense 

of not insisting on one’s own way but readily doing what God 

wants.  

 To walk with God is to have all of our ambitions, passions, 

and desires in line with what he wants., and our purpose in life are 

to do what He wants. The prophet Amos said, 
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 How can two walk together unless they agree?  

God is a just God, a loving and merciful God, who is steadfast in 

love, faithful to love us whether we deserve it or not. God has been 

just, merciful and loving in his dealings with us as his people and 

he expects no less of us.  

 That’s the only way the world, will know who we are.   

Let us walk with each other, let us walk hand in hand. Let 

us walk with each other, let us walk hand in hand and 

together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. 

They will know we are Christians by our love, by our 

love. Yes, they’ll know that we are Christians by our love.    

 

 

  

 

 
 


