
Bread for the World recognizes 
immigration to be a hunger issue on 
both sides of the border. We call on 
Congress to take a comprehensive 
approach, one that welcomes the 
migrant and addresses the underlying 
causes of undocumented immigration. 
Not only would this be the moral thing 
to do but it also makes fiscal sense. 

We will continue to press Congress 
to work in a bipartisan manner to 
pass legislation that protects the 
God-given dignity and rights of every 
human being. 

Background
Even though the United States 

spends more than $11 billion on border 
enforcement annually,1 thousands of 
new undocumented immigrants arrive every year.2 This level of spending on border enforcement, including personnel, 
has had minimal impact on curtailing undocumented immigration and has come at a high economic and human cost. 
Data from the Department of Homeland Security, for instance, shows that known migrant deaths have nearly doubled 
over a decade.3 

In any immigration reform legislation, we urge Congress to:

1. Address the factors that drive people to flee their home country. Immigration is an international hunger and 
poverty issue. Most undocumented immigrants to the United States come from Central America, through the southern 
border. Many of them are fleeing hunger, extreme poverty, and violence. Any reform policies should support countries in 
the Northern Triangle in order to reduce food insecurity, violence, and other factors that push people to migrate. 

• Migration should be a choice. Addressing push factors will help people choose to either stay in their homes or 
migrate lawfully.

• Currently, the Central America aid package stands at $655 million.4 Congress should prioritize funding to address 
push factors in Central America over increased funding for border enforcement.
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Border patrol funding is nearly 17 times more than aid support for Central America

$655 million: Aid to Central America

$11 billion: Border Patrol Funding



2. Support family unity. As Christians, we appreciate and value the importance of the family unit. Immigration raids, 
detentions, and a broken immigration system separates families. Removing workers from the household depletes needed 
family and community resources that allow children to survive and thrive.

• Improving access to a pathway to citizenship reduces hunger and poverty for undocumented immigrants and their 
families.5 A pathway to citizenship for Dreamers would benefit the U.S. economy by up to $7 billion a year.6 

• Bipartisan immigration reform proposals, such as the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act of 2013, keep families together while reducing the budget deficit by up to $135 billion in the first 
decade, and $685 billion in the second decade.7

• We support the Dream Act of 2017 and other measures that provide documentation and a reasonable pathway to 
citizenship for undocumented immigrants in the United States.

3. Protect human dignity and due process in deportation and border enforcement practices. Vulnerable 
individuals, especially children and asylum seekers, should be sheltered in nonrestrictive environments and never in 
detention facilities. For those who are detained, due process would reduce the time children are separated from their 
working parents and would reduce the number of families who fall into poverty.8 

• From 2004 to 2010, over 160,000 undocumented immigrants were deported without having an opportunity to defend 
themselves in court.9

• In 2016, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents did not follow their own prosecutorial discretion 
guidelines 51 percent of the time.10

• To ensure effective oversight and accountability of border enforcement, we recommend regular public reports that 
assesses the efficacy and impact of ICE and U.S. Customs and Border Patrol activities on border communities.

Conclusion
We urge Congress to embrace smarter immigration and border enforcement policy. This should include funding 

for programs that address push factors of migration from Central America; a reasonable pathway to citizenship for 
undocumented immigrants; and effective oversight and accountability of border enforcement practices and personnel, in 
any border enforcement funding bill. 
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