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PARTNERS

Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s decision mak-
ers to end hunger at home and abroad. By changing policies, programs, and condi-
tions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, we provide help and opportunity far 
beyond the communities where we live.
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FOREWORD

I am pleased to see this book of meditations and devotions centered on the hopes, dreams, aspirations, challenges, 
and opportunities for the vast international Pan-African community. For four years, I served as the United States 
Ambassador to the African Union (AU) and concurrently, for three years, as the United States Representative to 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). The AU and UNECA represent two of the three 
major Pan-African organizations designated by policy and function to serve the needs of Africa. The third major 
Pan-African organization is the African Development Bank (AfDB). It was my privilege to work with and support 
the strategic partners’ dialogue hosted by the joint secretariat of the AU, UNECA, and AfDB. 

Working with these three Pan-African organizations gave me a broad appreciation for the opportunities and the 
challenges Africa faces in terms of continental integration and how African leaders seek to find African-led solutions 
in the areas of peace and security, economic development, democracy, food security, and the expanding impact of 
Africa and African people in the global community. One of the great joys I had working with the AU was helping to 
strengthen the relationship between the African Union Peace and Security Council and the United Nations Security 
Council. This relationship is essential because Africa has more member nation seats in the United Nations than any 
other continent. All issues facing Africa have global implications and all global issues have African implications.

Recognizing that Pan-Africanism extends beyond the African continent, the African Union has declared that all 
persons in the large international African Diaspora represent the sixth geographical region of Africa. The African 
continent has five geographical regions representing the economic, political, and security interests of the North, 
South, Central, East, and West. The African Union has invited the international Diaspora to participate in Africa’s 
development. This participation comes in many ways beyond traditional aid and support provided by the Diaspora. 
It comes in the support the Diaspora provides to encourage greater international recognition of productive invest-
ments in Africa’s future. Africa has the world’s fastest growing population and has the wealthiest deposits of natural 
resources needed for the future of the world. Africa also has the world’s largest land masses for productive agricul-
tural development. It is essential for the future of humanity that the international community works with Africa for 
the good of Africa and the global community.

This Pan-African devotional guide provides the mindful and intentional focus on how our various faith traditions 
call us to show appreciation to God by appreciating the birth place of the human family. Our faith calls us to under-
stand that our connected humanity makes us all inextricably bound to each other and to the God who created us. 
There are no geographical distances, language or faith differences that can lessen God’s call for us to have shared 
responsibility for humanity.

Dr. Michael A. Battle Sr.
U. S. Ambassador to the African Union (2009-2013)
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INTRODUCTION

In times like these, you need a Savior,
In times like these, you need an anchor; 
In times like these, you need the Bible,
In times like these, O be not idle; 
In times like these, I have a Savior,
In times like these, I have an anchor;

Chorus

This Rock is Jesus, Yes He’s the One,
This Rock is Jesus, the only One;
Be very sure, be very sure,
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock!

This hymn, written in 1943 by Ruth Caye Jones and popularized by Mahalia Jackson in 1963 during the height 
of the civil rights movement, is a favorite hymn in many of our churches. Times of conflict, war, national division, 
hunger, poverty, or relative peace or prosperity do not diminish the love and power available to us from God. This 
weekly devotional guide recognizes this while honoring the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the time of 
his martyrdom on April 4, 1968, the Poor People’s Campaign, and Tent City/Resurrection City following this. These 
occasions remind us that our advocacy to end hunger and poverty during this midterm election matters. 

Although Pan-African people are disproportionately affected by hunger and poverty, Pan-African people remain 
resilient and empowered by their faith. This devotional guide invites deepened relationship with and among Pan-Af-
rican people and elected leaders in the mission to end hunger and poverty. Twenty-three national and global church 
partners represented through 46 Pan-African church leaders and scholars from across the United States, Canada, 
Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean, and Africa have contributed to this devotional guide and invite you to use it 
to advance this mission.

Use of the Devotional Guide:
1. Use this devotional guide weekly or monthly to explore its themes and sub-themes in and outside of your church. 

The themes reflect the calendars of the Christian year, the Pan-African church community, and policies that seek 
to end hunger and poverty.

2. Use this devotional guide as a source for Bible study and worship when engaging the biblical texts, messages, and 
prayers to empower your advocacy to end hunger and poverty.

3. Use the Pan-African historical highlights to deepen your understanding of the contributions of Pan-African peo-
ple. 

4. Use the suggested songs from the Pan-African church community as an accompaniment to the devotional guide. 
These songs and related musicians can be found on the internet.

5. Use the questions as a source for advocacy and as an invitation to go to bread.org to learn about our Offering 
of Letters, Lobby Day, Bread for the World Sunday, prayer and fasting resources, the Hunger Report, legislative 
updates, and other resources. 

Thank you for praying with us as we advocate to end hunger and poverty in times like these.

Rev. Dr. Angelique Walker-Smith is devotional guide editor and senior associate for Pan-African and Orthodox Church Engagement 
at Bread for the World.
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DEVOTIONAL FOR FIRST SUNDAY
In Times Like These … Bread Matters!

Scripture: “Then Jesus said to them, ‘suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, Friend, lend me three loaves 
of bread … And suppose the one inside answers … I can’t get up and give you anything.’” (Luke 11:5-7)

Devotional Reflection: When I think of bread, I am reminded of my childhood. I can remember the government-spon-
sored truck appearing in our neighborhood block. I recall how excited adults were, especially my mother, to receive 
boxes from the truck. The family benefit to our poor household of four hungry children was cheese to make cheese 
sandwiches. The cheese contained in those brown boxes was to us what a sandwich from Subway means today to fortu-
nate children. But what good would cheese be without bread?

I remember receiving loaves of bread from neighbors—spreading Skippy Peanut Butter, butter and jelly, apple butter, 
etc. on the bread. And what about bologna? Thank God for bologna sandwiches with mayonnaise and mustard. I would 
be remiss if I did not include Big Mamma’s rolls and famous biscuits for dinner and breakfast. I could go further but 
the point is bread mattered then and bread matters today!

Bread for the World has made a clarion call out to those for whom Bread Matters—not just to us but to others affected 
by poverty across the globe! There are those who have not tasted what many of us take for granted. Those sandwiches 
would not have happened without the truck deliveries and the generosity of neighbors who looked beyond their privi-
lege and saw a mother and her children in need. Our advocacy with Congress should ensure that more families receive 
the “bread” they deserve.

Prayer: Father of all, open the hearts of those who are positioned to bring daily bread to those in need of bread. 
Help all of your creation to understand your heart for all to be fed. May our actions reflect this as we seek to serve 
all children. Amen.

Pan-African Calendar/Historical Inspiration: The Rev. Ralph Abernathy, former leader of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, led The Poor People’s Campaign in Washington, D.C. following the assassination of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. The aim was to raise the nation’s consciousness about hunger and poverty. The 
campaign led to an expansion of the food stamp program (now called the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram or SNAP) in the United States.

Meditational Music: “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”

Questions to Ponder for Action:

1. Where have you witnessed hunger in your life or in your surrounding communities?

2. What changes or actions are needed in order for you to develop a stronger voice for advocacy?

Rev. Dr. Charles Mock is the pastor of the Community Missionary Baptist Church in Erie, Pa., and the immediate past executive 
director and chairman of the Home Mission Board of the National Baptist Convention USA, Inc.
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DEVOTIONAL FOR SECOND SUNDAY
In Times Like These … We Must Stand with the Oppressed and Marginalized

Scripture: “Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power.” (Exodus 15:6)

Devotional Reflection: The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity began in the early 20th century as a time for Christians to 
pray, worship, and celebrate together God’s gift of unity. In the Northern hemisphere, it is celebrated Jan. 18-25, while 
observed around Pentecost in the Southern hemisphere. The churches of the Caribbean offer one of their themes and 
related materials for this devotional. Exodus 15 honors and celebrates the power of the liberating God who chooses 
to stand with the oppressed and marginalized. The Caribbean, like the Israelite people, also experienced slavery and 
oppression as a result of the transatlantic slave trade and colonialism. Despite this suffering, Caribbean people, like the 
Israelites, found ways to offer praise to the God who continues to care and deliver God’s people.

Moses’ and Miriam’s songs of praise to God comes just as the Israelites crossed over into freedom, having just escaped 
the oppressor’s army by crossing on dry land. Although they were free, they had not reached the promised land at this 
point. Still, they paused to celebrate God’s faithfulness. New found freedom is reason to celebrate. Moses and Miriam 
knew this well as did those African Americans who learned of the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared their 
freedom from slavery. God’s liberating and compassionate actions must always be celebrated.

During this great exodus to freedom and promise, God guided them through many dangers with clouds by day and 
a pillar of fire by night. Today, we too celebrate the God who guides and provides while still asking the question of 
question of what more we can do to advocate for justice so that none among us is oppressed and so that all might eat?

Prayer: Powerful and loving God, let your right-hand guide us to freedom and justice for the most vulnerable among 
us. In the name of Christ who prayed that we all be one, Amen.

Pan-African Calendar/Historical Inspiration: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. understood the interlocking systems of 
oppression that kept black and brown people trapped in poverty’s bondage. He also understood the power of unity. 
In a visit to the Caribbean region he said, “Here you have people from many national backgrounds … I hope that 
we will see this and we will become one big family of Americans.”

Meditational Music: “The Right Hand of God”  

Questions to Ponder for Action:

1. Where do you see the right-hand of God moving and guiding you to take action on behalf of the most vul-
nerable?

2. In the spirit of Christian unity and collaboration, how might you partner with faith communities different 
from your own to address issues related to poverty and hunger through advocacy?

Rev. Dr. Garland Pierce is the executive director of the Department of Christian Education for the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church (AME).
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DEVOTIONAL FOR THIRD SUNDAY
In Times Like These … We Are Called to Share the Good News of Freedom!

Scripture: “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’” (Mark 1:14-15)

Devotional Reflection: I imagine how my great-great-great grandmother, Leah Ballard, must have felt. In South Car-
olina—the first state to secede from the Union during the Civil War—I imagine Leah standing over the pit next to 
the kitchen house on the day she learned she was free. She was free after nearly 15 generations of the whip, sale of 
family members, and sexual violence. When the old folks sang, “Roll, Jordan, Roll,” did any dare to dream of the 
day when freedom would come for all? I imagine Leah preparing the children’s daily ration of corn when she hears 
it, “We, free!” 

Leah keeps stirring. 

“Ma’am, we free,” the stranger on the road cries! 

How did it feel for the women and men of Galilee—the area where 2,000 men and boys were crucified in one day and 
500 more per day after that in retaliation for attempted insurrection? Blood soaked the roads of Galilee. The message 
was clear: Attempt insurrection; be crushed.

The text tells us that John the Baptist was arrested for challenging Herod’s complicity with Roman rule. Was freedom 
from Caesar even possible to dream?

In Mark 1:15, Jesus says the words: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe 
in the good news.” 

In other words: You are free! The kingdom of God has come to confront the kingdoms of humankind, which crush the 
image of God on earth! Turn and bow to the truth. The kingdom is near and freedom has come! 

Where is our unity in this week of Christian unity and freedom? We are all made in the image of God. We are part of 
God’s kitchen table—hungry and in need of food for our bodies and souls—hungry yet created with the capacity to help 
steward the world. May we dare to dream of the day where hunger dies and everyone flourishes.

Prayer: Oh, king of the shalom Kingdom, come. Let the River Jordan roll over all the hungry people of the world. 
Unite us in the recognition of the image of God in all. And bring your freedom. Amen.

Pan-African Calendar/Historical Inspiration: The song “Roll, Jordan, Roll,” featured in the film “12 Years a Slave,” is 
a spiritual written by Charles Wesley in the 18th century, which became well-known among slaves in the United 
States during the 19th century.

Meditational Music: “Roll, Jordan, Roll”

Questions to Ponder for Action:
1. How does your ancestry inform your advocacy?

2. What group or coalition of people, different from you, do you advocate with?

Lisa Sharon Harper is the founder and principal of Freedom Road, LLC and author of several books, including “The Very Good 
Gospel: How Everything Wrong Can Be Made Right.”
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